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the  apple  a:^  pea?,  situation      "-3  co:tii:te:7t 

Continental  European  anple  supplies  are  still  plentiful  and  cheap, 
according  to  a  communication  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bur  ear. 
of  Agrictiltural  Economics  from  Loyd  V.  Steere,  Agricultural  Attache*  at 
Berlin.    O^ing  to  the  heavy  European  supplies  only  small  quantities  of 
American  apples  have  found  a  ma"  het  in  most  continental  countries  thir  sea- 
son compared  with  last,    -^uantiuies  taken  "by  France,  however,  have  "been  lar- 
ger than  last  year.     Conditions  affecting  the  ability  of  European  countries 
to  "buy  larger  quantities  of  American  fruit  during  the  first  half  of  1932, 
with  which  to  supply  their  markets  as  domestic  supplies  are  depleted,  have 
"become  more  unfavorable  in  recent  weeks .    This  is  accounted  for  by  the  ris- 
ing unemployment,  falling  wages,  currency  restrictions  and  other  "barriers  to 
trade . 

C-e  rmany 


The  German  market  is  still  abundantly  supplied  with  low-priced  do- 
mestic fruit,  particularly  apples,  the  crop  of  which  appears  to  have  "been 
even  larger  than  earlier  reports  had  indicated,    production  in  some  areas 
is  reported  as  exceeding  the  record  crop  of  1917.     Supplies  were  sufficient 
to  meet  the  somewhat  increased  demand  for  the  Christmas  trade,  "but  with 
little  strengthening  in  prices.    Such  improvement  in  inquiry  and  prices  as 
developed  from  Christmas  buying,  moreover,  brought  an  increased  movement 
out  of  storage  which  soon  halted  the  firmer  tendency.     Increased  arrivals 
cf  foreign  fruit,  including  American  apples  and  Suanish  oranges,  have  also 
hampered  any  real  pick-up  in  the  price  level. 

^German  market  reports  on  the  outlook  for  German  fruit  indicate  little 
hope  of  appreciable  improvement  in  prices  in  weeks  to  come,  because  of  the 
supply  situation  and  the  much  reduced  buying  power  evident  in  recent  weeks. 
The  same  sources  also  expect  increased  arrivals  of  foreign,  particularly 
American,  apples  after  the  turn  of  the  year,  to  result  in  somewhat  lower  Quo- 
tations for  the  imported  product.    Low  prices  are  expected  to  ai^  in  the 
steady  absorption  of  market  offerings,  particularly  of  domestic  varieties, 
but  little  hope  is  offered  th-t  attractive  pricos  can  be  realized  in  Germany 
this  year.    A  factor  of  increasing  importance  since  the  holidays  will  be 
that  of  oranges  from  the  Mediterranean,    prices  are  very  i0w  and  consumption 
will  increase  rapidly  as  quality  improves. 

The  reduction  in  freight  rates  for  fruit  granted  by  the  German  rail- 
ways to  aid  in  the  movement  of  this  ye,-r»  s  crop  had  been  extended  from  Nov- 
ember 30  till  December  31.    The  reduction,  which  ranges  from  20  to  30  per 
cent,  is  reported  to  have  been  of  considerable  aid  in  f acilitatin*  the  mar- 
ket movement . 
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Switzerland 

The  exceedingly  heavy  apple  crop  produced  in  Switzerland  this  year  has 
"been  finding  a  considerably  better  market  than  originally  expected,  largely, 
it  appears,  becan.se  of  the  development  of  a  good  demand  from  Italy,  where 
this  year'  s  crou  of  apple s  was  a  small  one,  particularly  outside  of  the  Tyrol 
section.    Prices  in  Switzerland  pre- generally  low,  especially  for  inferior 
grades,  but  table  varieties  of  good  quality  are  be:ng  maintained,  with  even 
a  slight  tendency  to  increase.    Stocks  of  apples  are  reported  much  reduced 
in  western  Switzerland,  but  still  high  in  the  central  ana  eastern  cantons. 
It  is  reported,  however,  that  farmers'  -stocks  of  table  fruit  have  been  lar- 
gely s  ]  n     nd  taken  over  by  the  trade.    Supplies  still  remaining  on  the  farm 
of  cooking  varieties,  which  nevertheless,  are  finding  an  active 
taly.    C-erman  takings  and  sales  to  Czechoslovakia  have  been  dis- 
it  'appears,  'however,  that  the  Swiss  trade  anticipates  improve- 
ment in  prices  since  the  holidays,  as  the  bulk  of  the  poorer  stock  has  been 
disposed  of.    The  special  subsidies  to  encourage  fruit  exports  this  year,  in 
the  form  of  freight  rate  reductions  and  premiums  on  inspected  exports,  "have 
evidently  been  of  material  aid  in  the  disposal  of  this  year' s  crop. 

Italv 

Small  supplies  and  relatively  high  prices  have  characterized  the  apple 
situation  in  Italy  this  year.    Exports  have  been  small  and  any  marked  in- 
crease in  export  shipments  does  not  seem  likely  in  view  of  the  supply  and 
price  conditions.    Exports  of  apples  from  the  Italian  Tyrol  have  also  been 
seriously  affected  by  the  restrictions  on  exchange  in  Austria,  which  have 
made  it  virtually  impossible  for  Austrian  importers  to  buy  abroad.  The 
shortage  of  apples  in  regions  outside  of  the  Tyrol,  however,  appears  to  be 
providing  a  good  alternative  market  for  the  Tyrol i an  surplus. 

C  z  e  cho  s  1  o  v  aki  a 

Recent  reports  from  Czechoslovakia  state  that  this  year's  fruit  export 
de  has  boon  relatively  favorable,  considering  the  extremely  low  prices  pre- 
.ling  and  the  financial  difficulties  standing  in  the  way  of  exports  to  Ger- 
many and  the  Scandinavian  countries.    Returns  have  been  exceedingly  low  for 
producers,  as  Czechoslovakia^  markets  were  heavily  overloaded  during  the  har- 
vesting season,  but  shippers  and  exporters  apparently  took  advantage  of  the 
situation  and  have  done  a  good  volume  of  export  business  in  the  past  two 
months,  particularly  in  pears,  the  crop  of  which  was  large. 

  O&ltM. 


